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THE PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATOR 


In June, 1926, members of the Pennsylvania Legisla- 
ture received through the mail an unassuming two-page 
pamphlet with the title, ‘*The Pennsylvania Legislator,” 
edited by George Woodward, Senator from the Sixth Phila- 
delphia District. The declared purpose of this folder was 
“to furnish knowledge to the members of the incoming 
General Assembly, and not mere opinion.” 

Every month, thereafter, a similar pamphlet appeared, 
containing brief but pointed statements on problems which 
would confront the legislator at the next session. Some of 
the subjects discussed were: Special Funds, Tax Problems 
(an article by Franklin S. Edmonds), Sources of Revenue, 
Comments on the Final Report of the Pennsylvania Tax 
Commission, Legislative Control of the Executive Budget, 
A Revenue Statement from the Auditor General. 

In February, 1927, Senator Woodward published the 
American Legislators’ Association Number, containing the 
following comments: 

‘Tt is amazing to find how little even the legislators of 


one State know about the laws of their neighbor states. 
Accurate knowledge is the greatest dissipator of prejudice. 


‘Another big step forward on the road of interstate 
Intimacy is the American Legislators’ Association. Last 
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July the first meeting was held in Denver immediately after 
the meeting of the American Bar Association. Twelve 
states were represented and with all due modesty I must 
admit that Pennsylvania stood first in numbers and quality. 

‘Interstate knowledge, interstate experience, inter- 
state uniformity of statutes can be achieved either slowly 
in a haphazard way or quickly by the hearty support of 
‘The American Legislators’ Association.” The State need 
not abdicate in favor of government from Washington. 
The balance of power between the States and the federal 
government as written and implied in our federal Consti- 
tution will be preserved. State sovereignty will become a 
reality and not a mere figure of speech.”’ 

The Pennsylvania Legislator is believed to be a publi- 
cation unique in the experience of state legislators. Owing 
to the qualities of humor, frankness, and judgment present 
in the personality of the editor, it must continue to be read 
with interest by members of the Pennsylvania Assembly. 
An example of these qualities exists in the most recent 
number, describing a nervous disorder so common to the 
experience of legislators from all states that it is in part 
reprinted here: 


“TUESDAYITIS” 


‘This is an acute reeurring weekly contagious disease 
peculiar to legislators. It is induced by hearings upon 
many diverse subjects of legislation and results in loss of 
deliberation and tends to induce congestion of the mind 
and nervous prostration. In homely phrase Tuesday is 
ironing day for bills that have been through the wash of 
committees. Each committee holds an ironing meeting on 
Tuesday with the proponents and opponents of the bills 
which is quite beneficial to the average member, who learns 
what the bill really means. 


‘“‘Tnesday, March 19th, there were many irons in the 
fire. At 9:15 a lady lobbyist described to me the benefits 
of contraception or birth control. I told the lady I believed 
in large families. At 9:30 in logical sequence I attended 
a committee hearing upon Child Labor. As usual the pro- 
ponents made the mistake of bringing an expert from New 
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York City—that always annoys the committee. At 1:30 
the realtors clamored for license. At 2 o’clock a Phila- 
delphia delegation argued for zoning. At 2 o’clock also 300 
women appealed to Judiciary General Committee for 
shorter hours in industry for women. Incidentally at 9:45 
the Health Committee downed the Chiropractors. At 3 
o’clock the opponents of eminent domain for T. & T. con- 
vinced everybody except the T. & T. lobbyist that it was 
bad. At 2 p.m. also the Director of Public Safety in Phila- 
delphia and Mr. Faught of the Pennsylvania Civil Service 
Commission convinced some of the Philadelphia Senators 
that the Civil Service Trial Board ought not review cases 
of discipline coming from the Director. The hearing was 
a model of courtesy. At 3 o’clock also Mr. Schnader ex- 
pounded to disengaged Senators the Department of Reve- 
nue Bill. This is the most statesmanlike measure of the 
year. At5o’clock the Senate rested during a short session. 
At 8 o’clock the Election Committee tried to iron in Messrs. 
Davis and Harris on the Voting Machine measure. Any- 
one can see that Tuesdayitis is an acute disease which may 
develop into nervous prostration.”’ 


DR. GEORGE WOODWARD 


The two preceding articles would not be complete with- 
out a brief biographical note concerning the publisher of 
the Pennsylvania Legislator, Dr. George Woodward. A 
similar note concerning one of its contributors, Franklin 
S. Edmonds, also appears in this magazine. 


No cold enumeration of dates and offices can give an 
adequate impression of the influence and the picturesque 
personality of Senator Woodward, who has been a patron 
of edueation and of the arts, and has devoted his time, as 
well as his resources, to the good of the public in generous 
measure. He was born in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. He gradu- 
ated from Yale University, and from the School of Medi- 
eine of the University of Pennsylvania. On October 9, 
1894, he married Gertrude Houston of Philadelphia. One 
of their five children—Henry Howard Houston—gave his 
life to his country, being killed in action in the World War. 
Senator Woodward was for three years a member of the 
Philadelphia Board of Health. As a Republican member 
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; * of the Pennsylvania Senate, he represents a larger con- 

2 3 stituency than some members of the United States Senate. 

“a He was a member of the Committee of 70 and of the Per- 

s manent Relief Commission. He has served as President 
| of numerous organizations, including the Children’s Aid 


Society, the Bureau of Municipal Research, and the Yale 
Alumni Association, and as Vice-President of the Art Alli- 


= ance of America, the Philadelphia Art Alliance, and the 
Pd American Legislators’ Association. The Chestnut Hill 
fa Academy is one of the many organizations of which he has 
fi been a Trustee. He is a member of the University and 
ii @ City Clubs of Philadelphia. Business address: North 
ie American Building, Philadelphia. Home: Mermaid, cor- 
ner of McCallum Street, Philadelphia.* 
~ PENNSYLVANIA’S DELEGATION TO NEXT 


= | OCTOBER’S MEETING IN MEMPHIS 


The Fourth Annual Meeting of state legislators under 
the auspices of the American Legislators’ Association will 
be held in Memphis, Tennessee, on Monday, October 21, 
1929. The Annual Meeting of the American Bar Associa- 
tion will be held later in the same week, and that of the 
National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State 
) Laws during the preceding week. 
| A recent letter from Franklin 8. Edmonds, formerly 


a member of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, 
who is one of the most influential members of the Phila- 
delphia bar, reads: 
: ‘*T have read my copy of the May edition of The Legis- 
| lator with great interest and appreciation. 
‘*You will be interested to know that our Legislature 
/ passed a resolution authorizing the sending of eight dele- 
| gates to the American Legislators’ Convention, but the 
| Governor vetoed the resolution, whereupon it was repassed 
| with the number of four delegates. Pennsylvania is more 


ay in harmony with the plans of the American Legislators’ 
i Association than I should have thought possible some years 
‘ ago.”’ 
- The Philadelphia Public Ledger for April 12, in an 
-" article commenting on this situation, says: 
*For further information see Who’s Who in America. 
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‘‘One or two legislative delegates to the American Leg- 
islators’ Association, whose meeting is held prior to the 
annual meeting of the American Bar Association, would be 
approved by the Governor, but eight are too many. He 
vetoed the Woodward resolution, which provided for a 
committee of eight to represent the Pennsylvania Legisla- 
ture. The expense would be too great, he indicated.”’ 

Out of respect for Governor Fisher’s wishes, the Leg- 
islature then reduced the number of delegates to four, and 
repassed it. It is interesting to note that the vote indicated 
that the measure could have been passed over the Gover- 
nor’s veto if necessary. 


PENNSYLVANIA’S DELEGATIONS AT 
PREVIOUS MEETINGS 


The incident referred to in the preceding article recalls 
the first Convention of this Association in Denver, Colo- 
rado, in July, 1926, following the annual meeting of the 
American Bar Association. In the preceding April the 
Legislator published the following item: 

‘*The House and Senate of the Pennsylvania Legisla- 
ture have passed a Concurrent Resolution to send delegates 
to the meeting of the American Legislators’ Association in 
Denver, next July. Is this an indication that Pennsyl- 
vania’s lawmakers, who are the best-paid state legislators 
in this country, are also among the most enterprising? The 
Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate will 
each appoint three delegates; the names of these appointees 
will be published in the May Legislator.”’ 


The delegates appointed were Senator George Wood- 
ward of Philadelphia, Chairman; Senator Norman L. Bon- 
brake of Chambersburg, Senator Horace W. Schantz of 
Allentown, Hon. Franklin 8. Edmonds of Philadelphia, 
Hon. Ernest B. Posey of Reading, and Hon. Charles F. 
Biddlesbacher of Williamsport. Senator Albert Dutton 
MacDade of Chester, now Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas, was later appointed, and attended, in the place of 
Senator Bonbrake. At the meeting most of these delegates 
played an important part in drawing the constitution and 
by-laws of the Association. 
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Delegates were also sent by the Pennsylvania Legisla- 
ture to the Association’s conventions in Buffalo in 1927 and 
in Seattle in 1928. 

With active and earnest support of this character on 
the part of the Association’s councilors in the various Leg- 
islatures, the most sanguine prophesies of the future suc- 
cess of this organization and of the fulfilment of its pro- 
gram cannot fail to be realized. 


FROM THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 


On April 18, 1929, the following article appeared in 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: 

“The Senate today ordered Auditor General Martin 
to pay $806.47 expenses of Senator Horace W. Schantz, 
Lehigh, president pro tem of the Senate, in attending the 
convention of the American Legislators’ Association in 
Seattle, last summer. 

“The resolution commended Schantz, ‘for leaving an 
unexpended balance of $193.53 of the appropriation of 
$1000 made by 1927 session for expenses.’ 

‘*Because Senator Schantz has been regarded as a 
prospective candidate for the Republican nomination for 
Governor a year hence, and because Auditor General Mar- 
tin is chairman of the Republican State Committee, the 
refusal to pay the account caused a stir in political circles 
last week. 

‘*The master stroke came when the resolution of ap- 
proval was presented by Senator Harvey Huffman, Mon- 
roe, dean of the Democratic delegation in the Senate. 

‘*Schantz, who had been presiding, called Senator 
Baldwin to the chair. Schantz took the floor and gave an 
oral report of his convention trip. 

‘**T consider the Association and its convention very 
valuable, and hope Pennsylvania will continue to partici- 
pate,’ he said in conclusion. By unanimous vote the Senate 
validated the expense account. 

‘‘The resolution accepts and approves the report of 
Senator Schantz, congratulates him on being chosen Vice- 
President of the national body, calls his election to that 
office ‘a credit to the Senate and an honor to our Common- 
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wealth,” commends his economy, directs the Auditor Gen- 
eral and State Treasurer to pay the bill presented by him, 
and urges ‘a continuance by the General Assembly of Penn- 
sylvania of its co-operation with the American Legislators’ 
Association.’ ”’ 

The Philadelphia Public Ledger for April 17 also de- 
voted substantial space to this episode. 


HORACE W. SCHANTZ 


sorn in Upper Milford Town- 
ship, Lehigh County, Pennsyl- 
vania, July 31, 1875, and educated 
in public and private schools of 
Pennsylvania and in Princeton 
University. married, and 
has eight children. Admitted to 
the bar in 1902. Served as Dis- 
trict Attorney of Lehigh County 
1905 to 1908, and as State Senator 
1914 to 1929. Reported to be a 
candidate for Republican nomina- 
tion for Governor next term. 
Vice-president of the American 
Legislators’ Association. Mem- 
her American Bar Association, 
Pennsylvania State Bar Associa- 
tion. Member of the Masonic Order (32d degree), B. P. 
QO. E., and other fraternal organizations. Business address: 
Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. Home: Ma- 
cungie, Lehigh County. 


WANTED A PUBLISHER 

The Director of this Association will appreciate assist- 
ance in locating a publisher who might consider a contract 
to print 10,000 copies of this magazine, monthly. The 
agreement would provide that the contracting party would 
assume the cost of printing in return for the entire revenue 
which the contractor could produce by the sale of adver- 
tising space in the Legislator. Of course, all advertise- 
ments would be subject to the Association’s approval. The 
printing is now done in Denver, which is convenient for 
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editing, but not essential. The present printers advise us 
that the cost of printing an edition of 10,000 copies on the 
present basis of eight pages and cover would be $342. 

The fact that the 10,000 readers would include all state 
legislators and all legislative specialists, would render the 
magazine a valuable advertising medium in several fields. 
If sufficient advertising can be obtained, the amount of 
reading matter will be increased at the desire of the pub- 
lisher. If this occurs, subscriptions will undoubtedly in- 
crease. Since the 7,500 state legislators control the expen- 
diture of $1,000,000,000.00 each year, this is a valuable me- 
dium. If advisable, all revenue procurable through paid 
subscriptions, in addition to the advertising revenues, 
might also be given to the publisher. 


FRANKLIN SPENCER EDMONDS 


Born in Philadelphia, March 28, 
1874. Holds degrees from the Univer- 
sities of Pennsylvania and Cornell. 
Married Elise Julia Beitler. Formerly 
professor of law at Swarthmore Col- 
lege. Member of Philadelphia Bar. 
Head of soldiers’ leave department and 
legal department, Y. M. C. A., overseas, 
1918 to 1919. Member of Board of 
Public Education for Philadelphia, 
1906 to 1911. Member Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives, 1921 to 1925. 
Chairman Pennsylvania Tax Commis- 
sion, 1924 to 1927. Republican. Presi- 
dent Educational Club of Philadelphia, 
and of Philadelphia Teachers’ Associa- 
tion. Member of many societies deal- 
ing with economics and political science. Beta Theta Pi, 
Phi Delta Phi, University Club, City Club, Franklin Inn, 
Lawyers’ Club, Schoolmen’s Club, Church Club, Manufae- 
turers’ Club. Author of Century’s Progress in Edueation, 
Life of Ulysses 8S. Grant, Reciprocity in State Inheritance 
Taxation. Business address: 111 South 15th Street, Phila- 
delphia. Home: Whitemarch, Montgomery Co., Pa.* 


*For further information see Who's Who in America. 
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